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Surface Heating Pros Cons
Subsutface Electrically Heated | No salt or sand needed; provides a snow/ | Not designed for use under dirt/crushed
Cable or Hydronic Radiant ice free surface; hidden system,; frees up stone surfaces; expensive to install; difficult I P A
Heating System time needed to salt/sand walkway and to repair; increases electricity or oil/gas use Lake Sunapee Protective Association

driveway surfaces; geothermal system can 63 Main Street, PO Box 683

provide heat for a hydronic system Sunapee, NH 03782 Devoted to the Environmental Quality
Above Surface Heating Mats Easy to install and repair; provides a Subject to wear and tear; not snowplow Phone: 602.76
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needed; less expensive than subsurface; driveway use; increases electricity usage Y

can be used on stairs; frees up time need- Email: Ispa@lakesunapee.org

ed to salt/sand walkway surfaces Website: www.lakesunapee.org




Today, there is an array of choices on the market for ice melt materials for walkways and driveways. Many of the products contain a mix of ingredients that
manufacturers claim provide ice melting and traction. There are also a number of surface heating systems designed to melt ice from walkways and driveways.
Unfortunately there is no magic solution; however there are ways to reduce your impact to the environment. To help you choose, this pamphlet compares ice

melting and traction materials, sutface heating systems, and includes lake friendly practices. The tables in this pamphlet provide pros and cons of common and
materials and systems being used today.
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Road Salt additives like ferrocyanide, which is
used as an anti-caking compound, can have im-
pacts on the environment and human health due

Cons

Moisture in sand stored outside can freeze |

making it difficult to apply; leftover sand
can be transported into streams and water
bodies adversely affecting water quality
and aquatic species
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traction

Sawdust and Wood Chips Free from you workshop Not a very effective traction

material; can be messy

Cat Litter (non-clumping)

No significant pros found

Not a very effective traction

material; relatively expensive; messy; can
have same adverse impacts to streams and
water bodies as sand
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! Lowest melting temperature material will effectively melt ice.



