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Cyanobacteria, formerly know as blue-green algae, are some of the oldest organisms on earth. Cyanobacteria were responsible for

filling the atmosphere with oxygen three billion years ago and made the planet habitable for humans and animals. Unfortunately, in
current times, cyanobacteria can pose problems for humans by blooming in both saltwater and freshwater. Their blooms often have
a distinct ordor, a yellow or green discoloration of water, and may be toxic.
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Most cyanobacteria photognthesize,
producing oxygen that humgns_aﬁd animals
can breathe. They help keep soils mdist and
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Because cyanobacteria have lived on the
earth for such along time, many species have
evolved special traits that enable survival.
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envinronmental conditions.

tors public beaches and conducts site visits
at lakes and ponds where a bloom is suspected.




